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Inside Secrets of Stage Hypnotism Disclosed by an Qutsider

HIERIEE are horsges and horses
——mostly quadrupeds, but a
Among the lat.

few Dbipeds,

By G. WALTER BARR, M. D.

“I'm a horge,” he gald very low, cas-
ually, and looking sideways at the
houses we were passing., It wag his
final test after taking stock of me thor

ter Is the rare “"horse” of the gtage
hypnotist, Heae {8 n horse of another
color—-chiefly a “horse” on the pub
lie that pays its good money to soe
marvelous demonstrations of smooth
svenralis every tme these mystie
Individual uppear at the opera
lll‘ll‘"
publie Rees
nnre from lorty to a hundrel per
cont fakirs and from sixty to no
per cent really hypnotisis, Their
methods are peculiar to themzelves
because their department of leger
demain is different from that of the
man who makes an omelet in a hat
and then returns the hat unharmed
to the owner,

To succeed as a hypnotie attrac
tion In the theater, the grontest
paing must he taken with detail
as isg Indeed the case with the drama
presenta

The hypnotist the

always and the glapoe
tion of hypnotism is really a drama

having to do entirely with appeal
to the audience The Most BUNCCEES.
ful tage hypnotists  spend thon-

sands of dollars for the gowns of

oughly thus far. 'The next quastion
would determine how wise a guy 1
wag~=to continue to use the language
of the world that has the most pietur-
esque, accurate and forceful terminol-
ogy of any profession or sclence,

“Who did you work with?” ecame
next,

He named the mnoted lime-light
hypnotist and answered other ques-
tiong which showed my familiarity
with the work of his former employ-
er and my certainty that it was a
fake. He said that another horse
this eminent hypnotist had was his
own superfor, but that he claimed to
bhe the second best horse in this
country, The week before 1 had
merely mentioned hypnotism as one
method of producing anesthesia, in
my lectures in the medical college,
and there on the street car platform
came an idea which was worked out
as shall be told here,

A notice appeared on the college
bulletin board that at a certain hour
a lecture and demonstration on hyp-
notism would be given which all the

the womnan In the case, look care-
fully after the theater lights, con-
stantly feel the pulse of the audi-
ence like an actor reciting the gol
iloquy of Hamlet, and are constant-
ly inventing new devices, some of which succeed
and some of which fail on a try out,

When

Success depends on “horse”

1T above all else success in theatrical hypno-

tism depends upon the horse, The stage hypno
tigt needs good horses, ng the dramatic manazer
necds good actors, In the hypnotic stage world,
a horse (g2 an employe who comes out of the audi-
ence upon the stage and does the best stunts
while pretending to be a farm hand or a raiflroad
clerk I.ike other actors they are of all grades
of proficiency and command all kinds of salarles,
A successful hypnotism entertainer will hardly let
a first clasgs horsge resgign on account of being un
derpaid,

travel in the same rail-

These horseg never
road coach with their employer; they never stop
at the game hotel with him; they are very unob-

trusive in their daily lives, sober, dignified, uncom-
municative, and seldom seen except in mass meet
ing where many loeal eitizens gather; they look
and act the part of farm hand or clerk to perfec-
tion all the time they are out of their rooms.

They never go upon the stage as a subject mere-
Iv. on the general invitation given the audience
by the hypnotist on the gang-plank placed over
the drummer in the orchestra, They are real
artigts and deserve full recognition of their abll-
ity. Generally, they git in a chosen neighbor-
hood in the house, When recruis for subjects
come slowly from the audience, the horse bhe-
ging casually and quietly to suggest that the
man by hig side, before him, or behind him, go
upon the stage, The man declines and only a
little skillful urging is necessary to reverse the
argument. and leave the man trying to in-
duce the horse himself to go up to be a sub-
jeet, The really high class horse generally re-
Iuctantly agrees only on condition that the
man go also, All this makes it eclear to every
body in that part of the house that this horse
Is a genuine, honest, not too smart, local eitizen,
farm hand or clerk, and to suspect collugion
between him and the man in a dress suit and
an atmosphere of mystery, is preposterous on
the face of it But all fakirism I8 simply mak-
ing the face of things different from the reali
ties, After the fArst night, in week stands, the
horse continues to go upon the stage because
he I8 such a good subject that the professor
running the show specially requests it as the
horse leaves the gemicirele at the end of the
evening's entertainment,

One hypnotist has five * horses."
HIE hypnotist who has done the best work
vet seen in Ameriea and fooled the leading

maedical men and psychologists of the Kast had
five horses constantly on his payroll, Two of
these were the best horseg in the world, in all
probability, What one of them did later will
be told in detail

He was discharged in the East because he
had worked so long for his expert that
danger of discovery was becoming too great

the nocice appeared on the medical college bulletin board, the stu-

dents were eager for the * demonstration.”

He was at onee employed by another public hypno.
tist and ordered to join the ghow at Deg Moines,
North of 8t, Louis he met his suaperiors in the gentle
art of fooling people and a gang made up as stock-
men and farmers won hig last cent at poker in
the smoking car. That night he slept in the police
station ot the first change of cars, and next morn-
ing applied to a hospital for treatment., He hap-
pened to become a patient in my clinie and for the
record gave his occupation as that of a paper-
hanger, e had a slight attack of malaria and
was sent back to the police gtation for lodging.

A " horse's " confession.

I’l‘ chanced that 1 found him waiting for the car

I canght to go down town, As we stood on the
rear platform, | opened a conversation which was
like this:

“What's your graft?"

“I don't understand you,” he returned with a
face as blank as a Chinaman's,

“What do you do?"’ | persisted,

“I'm a paperhanger,” he replied
quletly,

“Yes; I'm glad vyou said that in the elinie for
the record; but you're a fakir. What's your

an

stunt?

gravely and

A 325-pound student stood on the * horse's ™ middle.

9

clasges might attend. The largest
lecture room wag filled with students,
First came a dissertation on the na-
ture of hypnotism, how it is produced,
the phenomena and {ts use in medicine and sur-
gery, All these things were illustrated later upon
the subject who sat in the arenpg and looked like a
worker in the shoe factory,

After some suggestions causing the young
man to embrace the professor of chemistry
~himself an expert in hypnotism, both the science
and the art, and hence invited to sit on the lecture
platform--the real work of the seance began.

Burns did not hurt him.

LIGHTED cigar was held hard against the sub-
Ject's white gkin on his forearm, and he was
as calm as a sleeping babe. A threaded surgeon's
needle was passed through his (ace from side 1o
side, pilercing both cheeks, only the right cheek
bleeding aus had been previously stated by the op-
arator would occur. The subject was made rigid
with head and heels on two chairs far apart, and
a student now a practicing physician in San Fran-
cisco, and then weighing 3256 pounds, stood on his
middle without causing the least deflection of the
livinz bridge. In short, everything which any
reader of this ever saw done—and many other
things—-was done to that subject who acted exactly
as every reader has seen hypnotic subjects act on
the stage. Finally, with a natural tendency to dra-
matic effect I remarked the beautiful sunset over
section A of the students’ geats-—his face showed
peaceful appreciation of the scene; Ifound a lit-
tle cloud on the horizon—and he was a little in-
terested with facial expression; the cloud grew
in my monologue—and he became successively
serious, alarmed, afraid, badly scared and
terrorized, expressing these phases of gra-
dation and wonderful strength and accu-
racy; finally, in the running  description
he heard, the black, dangerous cloud up on the
west wall parted, showing a bright light be-
tween the two halves, the light was seen to be
brilliant flames, in which a shape appeared iden-
tified a minute later as the devil, and fnally
came the words:
“He's coming!

for you!”

He's coming! He's coming
“Horse"™ proves a great actor,
VERY clear recollection of the groatest ac-
" tors of the last quarter of a century, te both
sides of John McCullough, does not prevent the
asseveration that the face and pantomine of that
young man over whom some passes had been
made twenty minutes before surpassed any act-
ing ever done in the emotional or trazic drama
on any stage, At the finnl suggestion that the
devil was coming out of the gates of hell to
carry him away, he swerved a little as he stoou,
his face looked like a Dore picture, white foam
oozed from his lips, and with a shriek that is
as plain in the ears today #s it was that even-
ing a dozen years ago, he tell—fell a good ten
feet across the platform, prone on his face,
barely missing by the fraction of an inech the
post of a railing,
There was great difficulty in  waking the
young man, but it was accomplished finally by
ald of the expert knowledge of the professor of




